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Introduction

This tutorial teachesboth Biblical and Modern Hebrew, with an emphasison Modern
Hebrew as spoken in the State of Israel today. This is becausdefitbw,the pastcannot
be meaningfully separated from the present.

The latest versionof this documents availableat http://foundationstone.com.as/if you
have not alreadydone so, put yourself on the mailing list for updatesby following the
instructions on that page.

A file "OnlineHebrewTutorial.pdfis availablein the distribution. If you havethe Adobe
Acrobat viewer (availablefree of chargeat http://www.adobe.cony/a high quality paper
copy can be made. For those who ne&atger print version,oneis availablefor download
atfoundationstone.com.au/Distribution/OHT20Large.pdf

The tutorialis a completecourse.However,it is alsodesignedor usewith whateverother
learning materials you find usefutterestingor beneficial. Masterthe lessonsn the order
indicated, and do all the exercises for full results.

Due to the goal of advancing the student as rapidly as possible, theisdwaeygoing in
parts, and may not be a favouritelh@sewho prefera gentlerpace.Thereis extensive put
hopefully not unnecessarngrammar.t is whatl would haveliked peopleto havetold me
when | was learning, and fills a gap that | feel exists in the courses | have seen.

Like all skills Hebrew requires considerable effiariearn- it takessometime beforeit all
starts to make sense. | hope you persevere until you reach that point.

Lesson 1 - The Alphabet

A goodplaceto startis at the beginning,and Hebrew beginswith an alphabet(infact the
alphabet).Don’t be too concernedhat the following table looks very unfamiliar at first
glance.

Here is the Hebrew Alphabet —

Cursive Trans- Value
literation
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P P p q 100
. 7 7

r 200

weow [N 0 0O s;sh | 300

a g R NN t 400

There is also an alphabet used prior to the Babylonian exile, which appearson
archaeologicalelics. Interestedreadersare referredto “Appendix A — Origin of the
Alphabet”.

Basic Principles:

Hebrewusesan alphabetof 22 consonantslt is written from right to left, top to bottom.
Notice that the consonant®™ “1”, “1”, “8” and “2” when appearing at the erad a
word takewhatis called the final forms “7”, “0", “77, “8” and“}y" respectively.
Thus “IR” not “2IR".

The symbols written above and below the consonants are the votelsewill be covered
next lesson, so ignore them for now.

Note that the pronunciationggiven in the table are Sephardi (originating from Spainand
North Africa), andis the pronunciationusedin the Stateof Israel. Many communitiesuse

the Ashkenazi (German)pronunciation— the most obvious differenceis that “N " is
pronounced “s” as in “Shabbas”, rather than “Shabbathmit’, the day of rest.

Difficult Letters:

People who speak European languages often have problems pronofmicihg™and
‘P R and V7.

“I” has a peculiar throaty sound, whereas and ‘©” are indistinguishable.
“R” is simply a pause, like in the word “o’clock”.
“¥” is the hardest to describe — it is like clearing your throat.

Shortly, we will be using a video to learn them.

Exercise 1la:




Referring to the tablabove learnthe printed alphabetandtry to and becomefamiliar with
the cursive(modernhandwritten)lettersalong the way. Learn to recognisethe letters and
their transliterations (you will be unableto readtheir namesuntil the next exercise).
Practicereadingandwriting themin alphabeticabrder. The Hebrew numericalvaluesare
rarely usedn ModernHebrew(a moderntext containsthe familiar Arabic numeralsl-10,
SO you can ignore them for now).

Exercise 1b:

Browse the linkfoundationstone.com.au/ListeningSkKills.hiamd follow theinstructionsto
install the QuickTime media lay€if necessary)Quicktime enablesyour computerto play
the variousmultimediafiles usedin this tutorial. Downloadand play the “Alphabet.mov”
video. Thespeakemill readfrom the abovetable,follow alongand practiceproducingthe

correct sounds and saying the names of the letters. In particulelogagttentionto “ 77,
HD” and HP"; Il&” and Iy".

Exercise 1c:

When you think you know the table, go into FoundationStoneand learn the letter
pronunciations, without listeningto “Alphabet.mov”. Selectthe “Alphabet” word type
filter, and practice.

Optional Exercise 2a:

Redoexercisela, but with the emphasin learningthe cursive (handwritten)script. You
will need to consult “Appendix B — The Cursive Alphabet” before proceeding.
Optional Exercise 2b:

Whenyou think you know the table,go into FoundationStonand selectthe “Alphabet”

word typesfrom the filter menu.In the Edit menu,select“General Preferences...”Click
on the “Handwritten Hebrew” button, then the “Apply” button to change the Ryattice

recognising the cursive letters. When you are finished return to the printed Hebrew font.

Optional Exercise 2c:

Returnto the printed font, and redo exerciselc, this time learningthe numericalvaluesof
the letters. This is chiefly for Biblical Hebrewstudentsnvho are interestedin the topic of
Gematria (where words agéven numericalvaluesequalto the sum of the consonantshat
compose them).

Lesson 2 - Vocalisation



To pronounce consonartisgetherin a word, we needto havesomevowels betweenthem,
and some rules for how to do it.

Here are the Hebrew vowels —

Symbol Name Vocalisation
s vowel short "a" like a in father
‘77:1’;_3 vowel short "e" like e in get
o171 PP

vowel short "i" like i in lid

18R TR vowel short "0" like o in top

r1ap vowel short "u" like u in but

bﬁ% 2R vowel long "a" like a in bar

aorT PR nant i - -
T vowel long "ae" like e in hey (or a in may)
292
2 &‘?D 3 vowel long "ae" like e in hey (or a in may)
29
! &‘?D P vowel long "i" like the final i in Israeli
Tor7 oin I
T vowel long "o0" like o in over
: Ron 0%2in T
‘] T vowel long "o" like o in over
q P vowel long "u" like u in tube
Nww H 1, n|; H H
T silent OR vowel "very short e" like first a in bananp
L vowel "very short a" like a in lather
‘7110__ e vowel "very short e" like e in elf




2R e vowel "very short 0" like o in colic

Basic Principles:

Hebrew is a phonetic language — it is spoken haswtritten. Thereforeat the end of this
lesson you will be able to correctly pronounce or follow a readirany written text that is

pointed,or hasniqudot.n117712] arethe signsappearingaboveand below the line of the
text. In a modern Israeli newspaperor book, the vowels are dropped (reappearing
occasionallyif the pronunciationof a word is unusual). After somefamiliarity with the
languageyou will be ableto anticipatethesevowels from their contextand supply them
mentally.

EssentiallyHebrewis a languageof consonantsyith vowels placedbetweenthemto aid
pronunciation.Therefore,t is unnaturalto saytwo consonant®ne after the other. When
this is necessary, a device called 3@va(see below) is used.

The vowel symbolsabovewere inventedaroundthe g™ CenturyCE by a group calledthe
Massoretes, aan aid to correctpronunciation.They deviseda schemehavingvowel signs
(previouslysuppliedby a readerintimately familiar with the texts) explicitly written above
and below the sacred (and therefore inalterable) text of consonants. Today, a Torék scroll

Genesis through Deuteronomy) is still written withodtT121 and mustbe readaloud by
an expert(or thoroughly rehearsedyeader.Note that Hebrew was successfullywritten
downfor at least2000yearswithout recordingthe vowels. This was possible because

some consonants,specifically “1”, “1” and “?” can also be used as vowels: (eg
“1" is associated withit_”; “1” is usedin vowels“1” and“1”; and“”" is usedin
vowels ” " and “> ). This concept is important, det us considerthe word “>T 1177 ”
— here the*” is used first as a consonant, and second as a vowel.

Accent:

The accentusually appearson the word’s last syllable; otherwise,it appearson the
secondlast syllable. Sometexts mark the accent;if so a small "<" appearsabove the
syllableto be stressedBe warned,getting accustomedo wherethe accentfalls can take
some time for new students who speak European languages.

Syllables:

All Hebrew syllablesstartwith a consonant. Therearetwo basictypes:open (not ending
with a consonant and terminated by a vowel) elnded (endingwith a consonanhavinga
vowel in between - think of the consonants as shutting in the vowel).

If a syllableis shut,andis not accentedjt must havea shortvowel. An opensyllable
usually has a long vowel, unlessit has the accentwhen it may take a short vowel.
Conversely, a closed syllable usually has a short vowel, although it may loagevawel if

the accent falls on it. Note that this is how to distinguistia Y77 from a2173 71p.



RIW (Seva):

The last four entries in the table are eadlifferentX 1&7. They havevery shortvowel like

soundsasindicated. The simpleRX 1t is eithersilent (if it endsa shutsyllable), or hasa
slight "e" sound otherwise.

An augmentedR 1 is used under @utteral (seebelow). The Gutteral“ X " prefers* ",
Ie H&...: H.

Two simple vocal R cannotappeartogether:if this occurs(typically at the start of a
word), the first becomesa 2°71°17 (ie “ 7 or “ ") andthe Dagesh (see below), if
present, is dropped (e*122” not “Nv722” and 17171 2” not “117111727).

AP (Makayf):

Sometimes (especially in Biblical writings) you will find & ‘symbol joining words. This
device simply makes the two words appear as one for the purpose of accent. kdascho

of its own. For example T V~ImIR”.

217 (Dagesh):
There are two types of Dagesh (ie a dot inside a consonant).

DageshLene canoccurin the letters“n”, “8”7, “27 “7T7 “1” and“1”. Whenit
does, it makes the letters harder in tone. For examplgp) and 3" (v).

Dagesh Fortecan occur irany lettersexcept* X ”, “m1”, “m”, “V” (thesesoundscome
from the back of the throat;the so called Gutterals) and“7”. Whenit does,the letteris
effectively doubled. For exampl&@* = “t2t2”; “XDI” =“RXDDID". Whenthe Dagesh
Forte appearsn the DageshLene letters(“11”, “8”, “27, “77, “1” and“1") the
doubled letter is hard. Thug* =*313".

There can be no confusionbetweenwhich Dagesha letter is marked with, becausethe

Dagesh Forte is always preceded by a full vowel (any vowel except “ =~ " ), but
the Dagesh Lene never is.

Special Cases:



If agutteralis the lastletterin a word and is precededoy any long vowel exceptbﬁ;
V132, it is difficult to pronounce.To overcomethis, a 19 is placed under, and yet
pronounced before it. Thu§®% 17" ro-tzae-ach; and¥m) 1" sho-mae-a’.

Common Problems:

Becausethe two Y7372 sharethe samevowel symbol“ ", thereis often confusionabout
which one to use. The accent and syllable will allow you to determine if the vowel isshort

long. In practice th&1712 Y132 is more often encounteredhecausghe accentin Hebrew
is typically on thelast syllableanda commonendingfor wordsis the“7 " (this usually

indicates feminine gender); thus making the pronunciation long.

Exercise la:

Referring to the above table, learn the names of the vowels anttdhsliterationsPractice
reading and writing them.

Exercise 1b:

Transliteratethe following words, separatingthe syllableswith a “-”.  Hint: check your
answers against the “Answers To Exercises”.

0718 (@

i | 0

A7y | ©

9ox | (d)

o1 (e)

R3] )

DTy 9

A3 | ()

I8 0]

na7nn | O

mrron | (K

mam | O

10



v | ™

nata | ()

njw (0)

wj;m (p)

Exercise 2a:

Browse the linkfoundationstone.com.au/ListeningSkKills.hiamd follow theinstructionsto
install QuickTime (if necessary)Downloadand play the “Vocalisation.mov” video. The
speaker will read from the table, follow along and practice producingptinectsoundsand
sayingthe namesof the vowels. (You may chooseto ignorethe namesof the vowels, but
you must learn the sounds).

Exercise 2b:

When you think you know the table, go into FoundationStoneand learn the vowel
pronunciationswithout listeningto “Vocalisation.mov”. Selectthe “Vocalisation” word
type filter, and practice.

Exercise 3:
Returnto “Lesson 1 — The Alphabet” Exerciselc. This time use FoundationStondo
practice pronouncingthe names of the consonantsUse “Alphabet.mov” to assistif
necessary.
Exercise 4:

The purposeof this exerciseis to make sure you have accuratelylearnt the sounds of
written Hebrew (identical for both modern and Biblical).

Browse the linkfoundationstone.com.au/ListeningSkKills.hiamd follow theinstructionsto
install QuickTime (if necessary). Download and play the “Shema.mov” vittemspeaker
will read from Deuteronomy 6:4-9. Follow along and practice producing the correct sounds.

Optional Exercise 5:

Obtaina Hebrewtext with niqgudotsuchasa Siddur (PrayerBook), a Biblical text or the

ShaarLamathil newspape(seethe “Online Resources”sectionof this tutorial). Turn to

any page and try to pronounceentencesyllable by syllable, by referringto the language
rules in this lesson. Keep practising to increase your fluency.

11



Lesson 3 - Nouns Part 1

Hebrew nouns areithermasculineor feminine. They canoccurin singular,plural or dual
(double)form. Generally,the genderand numberof a noun can be recognisedrom its
terminal letters.

For example —
Hebrew Noun Translation Suffix
:‘['TD king nil male singular
09957 kings ) male plural
nobn | dueen n female singular
r1o%n | dueens 9 female plural
Ty | breast nil male singular
n2ow | WO breasts 077 male dual
(modern
Hebrew)
or O7_
(Biblical)
TR ear nil female singular
noo31y | (WO ears 0% female dual
' (modern
Hebrew)
or 07
(Biblical)

In a Hebrewdictionary,only singularnounsarerecorded.You will needto recognisethe
underlyingword to look up a nounin its plural form. For instanceto look up “0°0 10"

(horses)you will needto look for “©10” (horse).l recommend at this point you
obtain a small pocket dictionary In a few lessons, newocabularywill be introducedin
the exerciseghatwill requireyou to getfamiliar with looking them up. Seethe “Useful
Resources” section for a choice of dictionaries.

In a dictionary, you will notice nouns marked withtd 6r a“ 1” indicatingthe genderof

the word. Nouns ending with “71” are usually feminine, although there are many
exceptions with words of ancient origkor this reason, it is besto learn a noun with
an accompanyingadjective (how to will be discussedn “Lesson 5 — The Adjective”
Exercise 3). For now, pay attention to the noun’s gender when you learn it.

12



Note that the dual form appliésr both maleandfemale(7121 and321) gendersSome
words only appear in the dual form, for exanpte 1207 (scissors).

Notice also what appeargo be slight variationsin spelling for the Biblical and modern
versionsin the table above.This dueto a different conventionbeingusedto write out the
same word, rather than a change in the underlying spelling. In Israel today there i©& body
academics called the “Hebrew Language Academy” that issues guidatiseshmatters.
Here are some conventions you may see:

091718 | “two ears” standard Israeli text, th&"is really an 4"

073TR | Biblical (Massoretic) text, first vowel isJ@2 1132

071TR | “?” is doubled using & 217

0%7111R | Israeli “Plene” standard, having aft™and “1”; with silent “ "
dropped from th&1712]

IR one ear written “defectively”

TTWN one ear written “in full”

A number of commomasculinenounsdo not usethe normal plural ending(eg the plural

of the masculinenoun 2R (father)is N1aRX - which is still masculine).Converselya
numberof commonfeminine nounsdo not usethe normal plural ending(eg the plural of

the feminine noufM>y (city) is0°7Y - which is still feminine).

Here is a list of such common masculine nouns that have the pluralin fbem -

Masculine  Translation

Noun
REX

1957 dream

1935 35| heart

father

oipn place
mix | Sign, letter,
character

13



51[3 voice
an;w table
ow [ name
RO chair
n'oo% night

Here is a list of such common feminine nouns that have the plurald? thHerm -

Feminine Translation

Noun
73R stone
x| Woman, wife
Y city
50 word
mw year
Othercommonfeminineendingsare“1®> 7 and“l ”. In practice,it is not possibleto

determinewhich feminine ending when applied to the masculine noun producesthe
feminine, so you must learn them separately. Fortunately, the plurals are forenesgyular
pattern. For example -

Noun  Translation

1u5n waliter
D’TB&T# waiters
ﬂﬁB%ﬁ walitress
. ﬁggﬁ waitresses
Wmn tailor
159997 tailors
noin tailoress
nﬁém tailoresses

14



Exercise 1

Translate the following sentences:

€) Horses (masculine plural).

(b) Mare (feminine singular).

(c) Horses (a group of several horses and one mare).

(d) Mares (feminine plural).

(e) Horses (a group of several mares and one horse).
Exercise 2

At this point, it will be usefulto know somecommonHebrew nouns.Load up the main
wordlist in FoundationStoneand using the filters, selectonly nouns occurring with a
frequency of 125 or more. Keep practising until you know these nouns.

Optional Exercise 3

Repeat exercise 1, this time learning all the nouns (that is from frequency 0 to unlimited).

Lesson 4 - The Definite Article

Hebrew nouns receive tlaefinite article (ie "the") by prefixing a™”.

For example -

W’N man

IR the man

Additionally, if thefirst letter of the nouncantake a /17 (Dagesh) (ie a dot inside the
letter), it will.

In the presencef a sentencecontaininga nounwith the definite article, a particle “nR "
calledthe “sign of the definite accusativé appearsas a separateword immediately
beforethe noun. This hasno Englishequivalent. This particle also appearsn a sentence
beforethe namesof peopleor places(technicallyit occursonly whenthereis a verb that
implies action upon a direct noun).

The following examples illustrate its use -

"R | saw

WOR 1R I saw (a) man

15



WORT MR NIRT | saw the man

TIT R IR | saw David

133

The vowel under the™ variesdependinguponwhich consonantetter startsthe word to
which the definite article is attached. The following table summarises all the variants -

Consonant starting the word ~ Form of the

definite article

all otherg 1
Ty R[N
o i1
Y 17 both without the accef 1]
Y 17 both with the accerq 1]
LLNAR BN
Exercise 1
"0y dust
y | people
01> | 9ay

Given the preceding vocabulary and that of previous lessons, translate the following
sentences:

The day.
The stone.
The word.
The city.
The king
The dust.
The donkey.
The people.

Exercise 2

16



Referto the movie usedin “Lesson 2 — Vocalisation” Exercise3 and identify how the
definite articleandthe sign of the definite accusativavorks. Note the different vowelsthat

appeamunderthe “71”, anduseof the’27 - you mayfind it convenientto print out the
movie’s window. Before you start, you will first need to read “Appendix C — The
Tetragrammaton”.

Lesson 5 - The Adjective

Adjectives follow the noun they describe, and agree in gender and number.

The following table illustrates their use -

Hebrew Translation

24t oo | (@) good horse

n°3i 0°010 good horses

n31w noo | (@) good mare

n131 niolo | 9ood mares

01017 11t the horse is good (formal modern, and
Biblical)*

39 0107 the horse Is good (conversational Modern
Hebrew)*

347 0107 the good horse (literally: the horse, the good)*

S4tmy 5930 oioq | the great good horse (literally: the horse, the
o T | great and the good)*

3787 007 DR 2NN | saw the good horse

03377 09001 MR PNIRT | saw the good horses

M1 70707 DR SR | saw the good mare

D137 010107 1R PR | saw the good mares

In the abovetable note well Hebrew’sidiom for “the good horse”, and “the horseis
good”, where the order of the nouns and adjectives differs from English.*

Othercommonfeminineendingsare“n” " and“f1 ". In practice,it is not possibleto
determinewhich feminine ending when appliedto the masculineadjective producesthe
feminine, so you must learn them separately. For example -

Hebrew Translation

17



778 1 excellent tea

ns999uny goon | excellent teas

nyo3uny Ty | excellent cake

m93o9uny mia9y | excellent cakes

Advanced Concepts*

Beginnerscanignorethis section.It providesa more completetreatmentof the adjective-
noun relationship appropriate for various language situations.

“DI01 271 - the horseis good. The normal word orderin conversationalHebrewis

adjectiveafter the noun, thereforethis would be 2112 01211 ...[the former] canbe poetic,
emphatic or whatever, but it is not the most common word otder.”

“There are two typesof adjectives:attributive and predicative. Attributive adjectives

appear in a phrase with their noun, and alwWalfsw it - 75 72 21@7 0107 (the good
horse lives here). The noun and adjective agree in gender, number and definiteness.
Predicative adjectives formaausewith their nouns,and may appeareitherbeforeor after
them. The noun and adjective agree in gender and numbegererallynot in definiteness.
This predicative adjective-noun structure is usefbrmal [Modern] Hebrewand definitely

in Biblical Hebrew.Note thatd>27t2 3°270 canmeaneither‘good horses’(phrase)or
‘horses are good’ (clause).”

Exercise 1

Vy tree

757 | POy
Si73 | 09
] I bought

Given the preceding vocabulary, translate the following sentences:

(@ A big tree.

(b) The big boy.

(c) The big girl.

(d) | bought the big trees.
(e) The tree is big.

Exercise 2

18



Load up the mainvordlist in FoundationStoneand using the filters, selectonly adjectives.
Keep practising until you know these adjectives.

Exercise 3

The purpose of this exercisetesfix the relationshipbetweenadjectivesandthe nounthey
describe in your memory. In additiatinjs processwill teachyou the genderof eachnoun.
Repeat'Lesson 3 - NounsPart1l” Exercisel, this time learningan adjectivewith each

noun. Use “good” as the adjective.For example:“31t2 010" (good horse),“13 112
Q10" (goodmare),“31 1192°92" (goodnight). This will fix in your mind 1’277 as

masculine much more practically than trying to recall and apply the fact “ﬂ'??'? is
masculine”in the middle of a conversationWheneveryou learn a noun in future, do
so with an adjective so you can learn its gender.

Lesson 6 - The Conjunction

“1” is the Hebrew equivalentof the English word “and’, which is attachedto the
beginning of the next word. It does not displace the definite article that may also be present.

The following table demonstrates its usage —

apiny wox | Manand woman

=504 [ @nd (a) word

S9am1 3dtan woxs | the great and good man

When it appearbeforethe letters1, 1,7 or 9 (the so called“s)13 N1°11IR”, aname
made from an acronym of these letters) it is usually pronouri¢ed “

However, if the conjunction becomes immediately before the accent (eg “breactand,
it may (ie therule is not consistentlyapplied)becomé‘D?Tﬁ] DT‘r'? ratherthan“071m 1
arTS>”. This situation typically occursin a paired word construction,even outside the
7123713 N1°0IR. For example¥71 11” (good and bad) rather thati™1 272"

Before another X1 the conjugation becomes®1” rather than “1”. For example
“0°7377” rather than 0°713771".

If a conjugation appears beforé&j@17 (ie “.”, “ ", or “ ") theR1W is replacedwith its

vowel. Thus 11171 7" (ox and donkey) rather thamnmy 718",

19



Before a ”” the conjunction becomeg *”. Thus T17171°1" not “TT7M171".

The precedingdiscussionappliesto both Biblical and Modern Hebrew. However, not
surprisingly,in moderncolloquial Hebrew a widespreadslangusagehas crept in. It is
regarded a sign of educated speech to follow the rules — you would expect to tmaathis
Israeli news broadcast for example.

“I view it as a sign of educated speedhteachit to my studentsandtell themto useit or
not at will. Most native speakers usg 2 at all times...*

“In everyday conversation, even among educated Israelis)'thigirig sounds stilted?”

Therefore, although both schemes are acceptable, one is usually more appropriate.

Exercise 1

Aoy [ you

2] ;Q |
i thunder

=73 lightning

Ly4g | worker (male)

17495 | chaos, emptiness

1:490 | desolation, emptiness

Given the precedingvocabulary,translatethe following sentencedragments,using the
formal rules:

(@ You and I. (hint: the Hebrew idiom is “Me and You”).
(b) Thunder and lightening.

(c) Desolation and chaos (ie “utter chaos”).
(d) And 1.
(e) And the workers (masculine).

Exercise 2

Translatethe samesentencegragmentsas in Exercisel, this time using the informal
rules.

20



Lesson 7 - Prepositions

These are thmseparable prepositions so called because they never appear on their own:

Inseparable Preposition Translation

5 | in, at, with, by

5 | as, like, according to

5 | to, at, for, towards

For examplé&”¥3 (in a city),WHI (like Moses)1272°7 (for a blessing).

 Notice thatthe R’ (underthe inseparablereposition)can be modified accordingto
the first vowel of the word the inseparablepreposition attachesto. For examplein

12727 — where we have two vodaPX 1t/ modified in the usual way (see “Lesson 2
Vocalistion”).

- Before a gutteral §&”, “71”,“T1” or “Y”) with a 52T (“_”, “ " or “ ") theR W
is replacedby its correspondingshort vowel. Thus 22112 not 22112 and >IR3 not
7RI,

* When an inseparable preposition occurs with the definite articR° &g+ 3; in + the
city) them is discardedand the prepositiontakesits vowel (in this case“ _”), thus
7783 (in the city).

Hereis atableof commonprepositions which appearas separatewords in their own
right —

Preposition Translation

AT under, instead of

o1t | except

m from, out from

193 between

Ay with

—y | until, during

<13 against, opposite, before

Ly | upon, against, over
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Ly | 1O, towards, for

511y | OPPOSite, facing, before

oy | Of

e [ with (don't confuse with
~ | the sign of the definite

accusative)

Ly | Deside, near, at, with

ing | as like, according to

TR after, behind

2bq without

2195 before, infront of

11 canappearin an abbreviatedinseparabldike form attachedto the start of a word, eg
779 (from the city), andf[‘?_rgr; (from (a) king). Note that whenthe “7” is dropped
from 713, the vowelmaybe lengthened fro " to“ . Also noticethatthe article “17”

(the) is not displaced as is the case with inseparable prepositions.
Exercise 1
Translate the following:

€) Like a boy.

(b) Coffee with sugar. (hint: use a dictionary).
(c) Coffee without sugar.

(d) To the laundry.

(e) From Israel.

() Like a lion.

Exercise 2

Using FoundationStonelpad up the main wordlist and learn the “Prepositions” word
types.

Lesson 8 - Pronouns
Here is a table showing a list of pronouns -

Hebrew Translation Number Gender
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sy | ! singular | masculine or feminine
m]g you singular | masculine
nx [ you singular | feminine
&ﬁﬂ he singular | masculine
xom | she singular | feminine
qum we plural masculine or feminine
Ay | You plural masculine
TR you plural feminine
1 | they plural masculine
11 they plural feminine
snix [ Me singular | masculine or feminine
IR you singular | masculine
TN you singular | feminine
0o you plural masculine
700 you plural feminine
A | them plural masculine
1IN them plural feminine
101 | US plural masculine or feminine
=+ | this singular | masculine
ﬂ&f this singular | feminine
o8 these plural masculine or feminine
&;m that singular | masculine
R that singular | feminine
o those plural masculine
1 those plural feminine
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Note also that there are someother less often used substitutesfor the abovein Biblical
Hebrew, that have been dropped in Modern Hebrew —

Hebrew Translation Number Gender
9 x| ! singular | masculine or feminine
minx | you plural feminine
A they plural masculine
m1m they plural feminine
A those plural masculine
17 those plural feminine

The pronounsbeginningwith “N 1R are called the definite accusativesand are less
often usedthan the others.When they are, it is generally at the end of sentenceqas
opposed to the others — they are generally used at the start). For instémesentence |

went to the shops with them?”, “I” is the pronoun, “them'the definite accusativeThese
particular pronouns are formed by addthg pronominalsuffix (see“Lesson 14 - Nouns

Part 2”) to the sign of the definite accusatiay”.

Interrogative Pronouns:

The addition of the definite article front of a pronounintroducesa questioningtone. For
example —

Word Translation

In addition, some dedicated words perform this function —

Word Translation
mn who?

= what?

In Modern Hebrew, questions are made explicit by the addition of the question mark.
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The Relative Pronoun:

The word "WR" is translated as “which”. ljoins a subordinateclauseto the restof the
sentence. For example,“’qs'? MWR 0107”7 (the horse which is infront). It hasa
abbreviated formiZ?”, that behaves like an inseparable preposition —

“2195Y 0107

Exercise 1

Using FoundationStone, load up the main wordlist and learn the “Pronoun” word types.

Lesson 9 - Adverbs

Adverbs are adjectivesthat describea verb — eg the English phrase“He spoke softly”
containsthe adverb“softly”, which hasthe characteristic'...ly” ending. They describe
how an action is being performed.

Adverbs when they appearare not modified by the context (ie number, gender or
definiteness). The most common adverbg) (very). For example —

Word Translation
IRy 210 | ey good

TRM 13780 N9Ien the very good mare

Inseparable prepositions (see “Lesson 7 — Prepositions”) are often joinéthatvhat?)
to form adverbs —

Word Translation
a5 [ why? (for what?)

A1 how much?

13 in what?

Direction Toward:

Sometimes a noun may indicate motion towards itself. This is achievetiy” attached
to the end of the noun. For example —
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Word Translation

“An°3m” towards the house; homeward

“A13 177" towards (the) south; southward

Exercise 1
Translate the following:
(@ RN DiT1 0w

(b)  ?TIRM D77 0107 M3
)  nyiow

Exercise 2
Translate the following:

€) The very big tree.
(b) A very good mare.

Lesson 10 - Verbs Part 1

In previous lessons waavelaid the groundwordfor this, the essentiakore of the Hebrew
language.

Hebrew is based around the verb, a feature which mag&asyto learnonceyou know the
rules. Once you understahdw to expressoneverbin all its forms, all you needto do is

learna new W11 (root) to learn another,in all its forms. From this perspective the
language is almost mathematical in nature.

Hebrew w11 typically have 3 letters, although a significannumber of common
ancient ones have only 2, and some modern ones have 4

In this section we will present what is called %" form of the verb. It is the simplest
form, andhow it relatesto the othersis will becomeapparenin “Lesson 11 - VerbsPart
2",

You will need to fix this table accurately in your memory -

Sym
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Imperative
(*113)

Future
(7°nY)

Past (139)

Present
(m1)

Associated
Pronoun

Pronoun
Number and
Gender

1208

gamhle

7370

7IR

[
(masculine)

n7270

I
(feminine)

NN

3190

nR

you
(masculine
singular)

2710

n7270

g

you
(feminine
singular)

270

R

he

n7270

X1

she

097310

1IN

we
(masculine)

n17270

we
(feminine)

17T

1730m

0°7217C

onR

you
(masculine
plural)

n3 a0

117200

N77210

[

you
(feminine plural)

1729

07210

o

they
(masculine)

n37I0m

ni7210

I

they
(feminine)

Infinitive:

7207 (to close)

To clarify the language used above; here is an example using the English verb “talk” -

imperative talk!

future will talk
past talked
present talks/talking
infinitive to talk

Any Pa’al verb can be substituted for20”; hencethe tableis really a templateshowing
you how to conjugate the family of Pa’al verbsin all their tenses.The root letters have

been greyed out in the table to help you recognise the prefixes and suffixes.

There are some situations caustegfusion aboutwhich pronoun to use.For example,
supposeyou wherereferringto a group of men which containsone woman. In this case
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would you refer to them €97 ” or “771” (them- masculineplural) or (them- feminine

plural)? The answer i<21” — which demonstratea generalprinciple. In a mixed gender
plural, the pronoundefaultsto the masculine.So evenif therewasa group of five women

and one man, it would be proper to address them alliag™ (you - masculine plural).

In addition to thé¥D form of the verb, there may hsp to six otherforms of eachizi i,
which are known by the “past tense third person masculine singular” form (agtele..)

of their “demonstration verb” nam&he verb 2v9 (to act,do) waschosenin antiquity to
exercise these forms, @P1713. This demonstration verb is not 100% standard, hesmge
| used "0 to form the?¥D table at the start of thissson Neverthelessthe namesfor

thed”1713 havebeenretainedfrom the original demonstratiorverb. The forms differ in
the perspective the object of the verb acts on, and by the implied intensity of the ahtfon.
is summarised in the table below —

Lyg | simple active acted; done
byoy | simple passive (was) done, (be) done
‘73_3.5 intensive active done
Syp intensive passive (be) done
'73_35375 reflexive (the person or thing is acted| be affected
5’$§ﬂ ggl?sna)ltive active activated
5yéﬂ causative passive (be) activated, (be)

operated

The following explanationmay help you make senseof theseforms, but is not essential
knowledge —

“Active meansthe noun (personor thing) doesthe action; passivemeansthe personor
thing is acted upon. Intensive forms imply a more intense actiorttieample forms. The
causative forms imply that the verb causes some change in the noun the verb acted upon.”

Note that dictionariestend to translatea verb into English in the presenttense,wherein

Hebrew the word is really in the past tense‘mg] Is translatedas “act; do” whereast is
more properly “acted; done”).

You will find booksof Hebrewverbtables(f:'»“?ys ﬂiﬂ%‘?) for the conjugationsof all
verbs, but in practice verbs in egcti2 differ only slightly.
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The verb tablesgivenin this sectionandthe nextarefor formal Modern Hebrew.Biblical
Hebrewtendsnot to usethe imperative.As usual, colloquial Modern Hebrew relaxesthe
rules a little -

“The forms 70X and 7 for feminineplural ‘you’ and‘they’ ... are actually archaicin
today'sspokenHebrew (use the masculineform instead). Samefor the imperativeform

such a$13722 ... most verbs use only the future tense for the imperativeetseptsome
commonly usedones (that take the imperative),suchas 2 [sit!], :‘['? [walkl/go!], T2
[take!], 07 [get up!],}17 [run] etc.”®

Exercise la

Learnthe '73_3@ form of the verb by heartfrom the table. Speakout loud sentencesHe
closed the door” (i€1'771 NR 710 RAM) varying the pronoun and tensetbé verb (eg

N9 NR 1730 41 “They (masculme)closedthedoor”) (Have a picture in your

mind of the pronoun so when in that situation youwill naturally recall the correct
conjugation).

Exercise 1b

Using FoundationStonelpad up the main wordlist and learn the “Binyan Pa’al” word
types (you will be learning the table given in this lesson).

Exercise 2

By this stage, you know enough gramrt@mbe readingextensivelyfrom simpletexts such
as easy Hebrew newspapers or even the Torah and Sidsttonfjly recommend at this
point you obtain Shaar Lamathil, an easyHebrew newspaper look under“Online
Resources”). Try teracticereadingregularlyfrom hereon. You will alsofind startingto
learnthe entire vocabularyfrom FoundationStonéo be beneficial— filter the words that
occur with frequencies of 100 or more, and learn them as an ongoing exercise.

Lesson 11 - Verbs Part 2

This sectionshowsa conjugationtablefor eachother7?12 - the one for ‘7339 is in the
“Verbs Part1l” section.Be encouragedy the observationthat thereis a good deal of

commonalitybetween”1213. This is the longest(and hardest?)section,but once you
have mastered it, you really have Hebrew under control.

Note thatP¥D and2¥51 do not have infinitive or imperative forms.
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oy9)

Imperative Future Past (129) Present Associated Pronoun
T : Pronoun Number and
975 ]
(°11%) | (T°nY) (M) Hambe
OIIR noio] 0121 IR L
i i i - (masculine)
n mn n I
N2 (feminine)
ehloly ehlolg no133 0321 R you
T T TS T r (masculine
singular)
0131 0120 o123 noi123 g you
singular)
0127 0123 03123 R he
hioig glelieb giehiob o7 she
0121 110121 0°0121 1ITTIR we
i i i ST (masculine)
n [ . n We
F1041 (feminine)
10131 10120 migioh 070323 mighN you
T T TR T : (masculine
plural)
ahlekjiy phlehioig 710123 ighiehjl R . you
e e ST ST 7S ' (feminine plural)
10127 10103 0°0151 g they
T T i (masculine)
30120 110321 M they
TTET i (feminine)
Infinitive: 03377 (to enten)
Imperative Future Past (02Y) Present Associated Pronoun
ey - T : Pronoun Number and
(113) | (7°nY) (M117) ambe
3T7R °m73T 137 IR o,
' - - ' (masculine)
n " . n I
I (feminine)
n37 N30 n137 N3 R you
- T - T (masculine
singular)
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°7327 >7370 gl n737n gk you
- T o - - (feminine
singular)
137? 37 1370 RN he
737 737 173N R7] one
137 117137 0°7371 1IN we
- - T ST (masculine)
ighinlalyin we
T (feminine)
1727 19370 mighliyi 07737 might you
- T . T : (masculine
plural)
13737 137370 70737 1193710 R _you
i i - o T ' (feminine plural)
17377 1737 077370 miy they
T - T (masculine)
1373710 iahinklin 11 they
i : o (feminine)
Infinitive: 71372 (to talkispeak)
Imperatiile Future Past (02Y) Present Associated Pronoun
Ty ° v : Pronoun Number and
(>11%) | (T°nY) (M117) Hambe
gt >A733 7320 71 .
T s T - (masculine)
- I
130 (feminine)
7200 0733 glabla R you o
singular)
57200 ol n732m gk you
singular)
732 133 730 X7 he
733 n733 n739n R she
7331 71733 0°732 1IN we
N7720m we
T (feminine)
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17200 mlgiyaba 07220 anR you
2 1= - - : (masculine
plural)
37220 10733 117300 TR YO
T R T - (feminine plural)
17327 1733 0773m o they
i K T (masculine)
m3730m n1723om 1M they
T T (feminine)
no infinitive.
Infinitive: (be honoured / be respecteq)
Note thatP¥D does not have infinitive or imperative forms.
Syann
Imperative Future Past (33) Present Associated Pronoun
T : Pronoun Number and
93¢ ]
(°118) (7°nY) (M) Gender
wasnx | omwabnn [ wabmmn IR -,
o - - - - (masculine)
giipleigin N
T (feminine)
waznn vialeigig g abeigy vijaleigin R you
: : T : : T (masculine
singular)
swabnn | owatom | mwabon | nwason b you
singular)
waon WA wasn 171 he
ijabeiglg mwaton | nwatomn X777 she
waon: wa%nn | oowatmn 12T7IR we
- - - T ST (masculine)
iahbijkeigin we
T (feminine)
Wwaonn | awaton | onwaton | oowabon onR you
o T i - o - (masculine plural
MwATOn | mwaton | pmwaton | niwason TR . YOu
T T T T - (feminine plural)
wabne | wiabon | oowabmn an they
T T T (masculine)
mwaonn N2 i they
T - T (feminine)
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Infinitive:

2322017 (to dress oneself)

2°yan

Imperative' Future Past (33) Present Associated Pronoun
oy o Ty ) Pronoun Number and
("11%) (1°nY) (1) Gonder
277X Homnia 275 IR .
- CT - ' (masculine)
" " " |
N
7 '?TD (feminine)
E=in ekieig np TN ERiEin igh you
- - ML - T (masculine
singular)
PO0T | proIn P2 mR7 5T nR you
- - s T - (feminine
singular)
27577 eki=nin ERiei X717 he
Ekenia mR° 2T mR> 2 X7 she
275T) 110971 mklEbeinis TITIR we
- CT - T (masculine)
ahi=Eb=nin we
- (feminine)
10790 EE=ais omp2T | 2P mlgh you
- - S - (masculine plural
ablzbeiy ablzbmlig MR ah=Eb=nis IR _you
T T AT - - (feminine plural)
P27 PTI | oopr eI an they
- - - (masculine)
MIp2Tn NP5 1 they
T - (feminine)
- , :
Infinitive: 2797717 (to kindle/light)
oyen
Imperative Future Past (33) Present Associated Pronoun
o8 - T ; Pronoun Number and
(?1313) (7°nY) (M) Gender
1R Jsnaty ghalla IR -,
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[ n ‘ " |
1A (feminine)
g=ily igpisiiy "2 RIS you
r Al i T (masculine
singular)
27217 anbily gk)is g you
Ai L= Sl : (feminine
singular)
317 el ET i e
REll 1797 Rkl NI she
gik 1372177 akiplalia MR we .
fe S T T (masculine)
ahiialis we.
T (feminine)
17210 mighkliy 07721 mighy you
i e s - (masculine plural
37210 fapk=lin ghiil s R . You
7Tl S Tt : (feminine plural)
BRI 1107 071217 o they
Tl e T (masculine)
ATREIL: SRREI m ey
# 120 =1 (feminine)
no infinitive.
Infinitive: (be mentioned / be reminde

Note thatP¥2 does not have infinitive or imperative forms.

Exercise la

Learnthe ‘?S_JEJJ form of the verb by heartfrom the table. Speakout loud sentencesHe

entered the room” (ie',_rr__r? 0121 RI7) varying the pronoun and tense of the vétave
a picture in your mind of the pronoun.

Exercise 1b

Using FoundationStondpad up the main wordlist andlearnthe “Binyan Niph’al” word

types (you will be learning the table given in this lesson).

Exercise 2a

Learnthe 2¥9 form of the verb by heartfrom the table. Speakout loud sentencesHe

talked about the situation” (%777 by 37 R177) varying the pronoun and tensetbé
verb. Have a picture in your mind of the pronoun.
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Exercise 2b
Using FoundationStonelpad up the main wordlist and learn the “Binyan Pi'el” word
types (you will be learning the table given in this lesson).

Exercise 3a

Learn the'?SJE form of the verb by heart from the table. Speaklouwdl sentence$He was

honouredin the C|ty” (le7°¥32 732 RIM) varying the pronounand tenseof the verb.
Have a picture in your mind of the pronoun.

Exercise 3b
Using FoundationStonelpad up the main wordlist and learn the “Binyan Pu’al” word
types (you will be learning the table given in this lesson).

Exercise 4a

Learn thebvsn7 form of the verb byheartfrom the table. Speakout loud sentence$SHe
dressed himself in the mornlng” {/z2abal wabnn R177) varying the pronounandtense

of the verb. Have a picture in your mind of the pronoun.
Exercise 4b
Using FoundationStone, load up the main wordlistlaachthe “Binyan Hithpa'el” word

types (you will be learning the table given in this lesson).

Exercise 5a

Learn the'?’sm‘l form of theverb by heartfrom the table. Speakout loud sentenceSHe

lit the candles” (mm# R 37'771 R177) varying the pronounandtenseof the verb.
Have a picture in your mind of the pronoun.

Exercise 5b

Using FoundationStondpad up the main wordlist andlearnthe “Binyan Hiph'il” word
types (you will be learning the table given in this lesson).

Exercise 6a

Learnthe '7335‘! form of the verb by heartfrom the table. Speakout loud sentencesHe

was reminded about the house"m”ejﬂ oy 72171 R1M) varying the pronoun annse
of the verb. Have a picture in your mind of the pronoun.
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Exercise 6b

Using FoundationStone, loag the main wordlist andlearnthe “Binyan Hoph’al” word
types (you will be learning the table given in this lesson).

Lesson 12 - Verbs Part 3

At this point you will be ableto look up any verb (infact any word) in a regularlexicon.
This is achieved by identifying the past tense third pensasculinesingularroot, andthen
searching for itYou shouldlook up the Hebrew,ratherthanthink of a translationin your
language and just check the Hebrew translatiothat — beingableto look up a dictionary
is an important skill in any language. You will find the order of the Helbeterssimilar to
your native language (see “Appendix A — Origin Of The Alphabet” to understand why).

As we haveseen Hebrewis a languagebasedaroundthe verb. This sectionlooks at this
claim in a little more depth.

Nouns can be formed from verbs in a methodical Wagsenounsare known in language
study generally agerundives

Take the PVD verb “7127" (talk, speak). The gerundive noun formed is “713177”

(speechptterance)Note that this processdoesnot work for all verbs (or evenall i)
verbs), and some words formed in this way are not used.

Another way of forming a noun from many '73_@ verbs can be demonstratedising our
familiar “120” (he closed) example. It become3 710" (shutting, closing).

Participle Form of the Verb:

Theparticiple form may already seem familiar to the reader from “LessonViibs Part

1". In thatlesson, 1110 (closing)wasusedto show the presenttenseof the Pa’al verb
form. In Hebrew, the context isvery important in determiningwhich meaningto attach

to a word. Depending on the context, there may be other measisgsiatedvith 1210 as
the following table shows.

Table of the active participle form of the Pa’al verb (usedlike a gerundive— ie a verbal
noun) —

Hebrew Translation Grammatical Form
—17o | (&) closing masculine singular absolute*
—17o | (@/the) closing of masculine singular constructg
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(a) closing

masculine plural absolute

097210
o914 | (@/the) closing of masculine plural construct
nﬁ io | (@) closing feminine singular absolute *
NWJ io | (@/the) closing of feminine singular construct 8

mﬁ io | (@) closing feminine plural absolute

M99 J io | (@/the) closing of feminine plural construct

Theconstruct verbg andthe absolute verb* canbe illustratedin the sentencéthe time

camefor the closingof (the) bidding”. “(the) closingof” is the construct;“bidding” is
the absolute.

Additionally, “121 10" can (and most commonly doe§ mean‘“closer” - a noun (the
personor thing that doesthe closing). Although this may seemcomplicatedat first, the
reader rapidly becomes accustomed to working out the correct meaning.

A very similar situation occurs with ttetive participlesformedfrom the presentensesof
the other activ&?1713 — (namely?¥D, Hy3 and 2791). For example —

The 5vD “3271” can mean “l (am) talking” (verb), “hés) talking” (verb),“you (are)
talking” (verb),“(a/the) talker of”, or “talker”. The ‘73}517?1 “W:‘?DD" can mean* |
(am) getting dressed” (verb), “he (is) getting dressed” (véyloy (are)gettingdressed”
(verb), “(a/the) dresserof”, or “dresser”. The 5’35?1 “P"?TD” can mean“l (am)
lighting” (verb), “he (is) lighting” (verb), “youare)lighting” (verb),“(a/the) lighter of”
or “lighter”.

Which brings us to the passive participle form of the ‘?S_JETJ verb (used like a verbal
adjective) —

Grammatical Form
masculine singular absolute

Hebrew Translation
L2110 closed

—110 | (@/the) closed of masculine singular construct

19110 | closed masculine plural absolute

29130 | (@/the) closed of masculine plural construct
29710 | closed feminine singular absolute
AM100 (a/the) closed of feminine singular construct
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99130 | closed feminine plural absolute

nim130 | (@/the) closed of feminine plural construct

Note that if the verb’$astletteris a gutteral(seethe “Lesson 2 - Vocalisation”),thenthe
form is modified to 177",

Additionally, “11210” can also be mean “(one of the) closed” - a noun.

Again, a very similar situationoccurswith the passiveparticiplesformedfrom the present
tenses of the other passtw2113 — (namely?y231, 2¥3 and 2y97T). For example —

The‘?l}ﬂ_] “©121" canmean“l (am)entering” (verb),“he (is) entering” (verb), “you

(are) entering” (verb), “(an/the) entered of”,“enterer”. The'?SJEJ “T32m1” canmean
“I (am being) honoured” (verb), “you (are being) honoured” (verb) “he (is being)

honoured” (verb), “(an/the) honouredof”, or “honouredpersonor thing”. The '7335‘[

“2211" canmean“l (was)beingreminded” (verb),“he (was)beingreminded” (verb),
“you (were) being reminded” (verb), “(a/the) reminded of”, or “reminded person”.

Negation of both activeand passiveparticiples uses*7?RX”, not “RH ThusT12D
1R (it's not closed).

Occupations Formed From Verbs:

Consider the verb™27" (dance).From this we canform “7727” (dancer- masculine)
and T71727” (dancer - feminine).

Similarly for “Pr1i2” (act, play) we can form(211&” (actor) and 117 1211" (actress).

Anotherfamily of occupationcanbe illustratedby: from ‘7?;%7 " (electrify), we derive
“’&‘?DQ}H” (electrician - masculine) and‘]“’&‘?@tﬁn” (electrician — feminine).

Abstract Nouns Formed From Verbs:

Consider the word/ 27" (be excited, be agitated). Oftdry addinga “n1” suffix to the

root, we can produce a nodenotingan abstractnotion or thing. In this case*n11 27"
(excitability, sentimentality).

Infinitive Form of the Verb:
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The infinitive form canexistin an absoluteand a constructform. A future version of this
document may deal with this topic in more depth.

Exercise 1

Learn the active participle form of the verb by héann the table. Using FoundationStone,
load up the main wordlist and learn the “ActiveParticiple” word tyes will be learning
the table given in this lesson).

Exercise 2

Learn the active participle form of the verb by héarn the table. Using FoundationStone,
load up the main wordlist and learn the “PassiveParticiple”word types (you will be
learning the table given in this lesson).

Lesson 13 - Numbers

There are several counting systems used in Hebrew.

Nowadays, the most common one is the familiar English num@@isriginally borrowed
from Arabic in the Middle Ages).

Often seenin religiouswritings andusedin the lunar calendarare the MaccabearPeriod
numberswhich datefrom the 2™ century BCE. This systeminvolves giving the Hebrew
lettersa value derivedfrom their positionin the alphabetLettersthat spell out part of the
Divine Name (see “Appendix C — The Tetragrammat@m&given substituteghat sumto
the same total — this being the only complication to the scheme (ie 15 and 16).

The numbers also have proper names (eg “one”), as well as syffiidls Therearetwo
types, cardinal numbersand ordinal numbers.Cardinal numbers answerthe question
“how many?”, whereasordinal numbers answerthe question“in what order?”. For
examplethe cardinalsin Englishare“one, two, three...”; the ordinals are “first, second,
third...”.

Here is a representative list of the Hebrew cardinal numbers —

Number Hebrew Masculine Feminine
(Maccabean)

none 0OR same as

T masculine
1 X IR R
2 ul 0°7 3w meidal
3 2 o wiow
4 T Y38 VIR
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S n i wnm
6 1 i i
! T nyaw vau
8 m nainY MY
9 1 Iy v
10 ¥ oy Y
11 NS Sy | nowyonR
12 = wWyTow | mwyTonw
13 | vty | nmwywisw
t | WYTIIMN | TRYTYIIN
o nel o WYT@nT| eywnT
16 T Sy Ay
o | wyyaw | mwyyaw
18 mo | wymyinw | wyninw
19 oo | TgyTTwn | nwyvwn
20 9 0oy same _as
T masculine
21 RD| IR DY | OORY 0072
30 5 Uiy same as
T masculine
40 m mEhtalg ’
S0 ) 0o .
60 2 -
70 Y 0oyaw .
80 = 0% inw .
90 2 07w .
100 5 -




200 q 070NN "
300 ol minn whw y
400 N DIRD PR

500 Bly IR W "
1000 R JE ’
2000 3 07878 y
3000 2| ovehy nuhw ’

Here is a representative list of the Hebrew ordinal numbers —

Rank Masculine Feminine
1° TR 21X
2" | o naw
3 W7o oo
4" SUES n°Y37
5 >wonn nowonn
6" it oW
7" >y 2 nyoaw
8" 237 n21onw
g™ >youn oy wn
10" R, n>To Ry
11M | sy x| nowy nnxn
12" | wy oown | mwy oonen

Like otherlanguagesHebrewhasa facility to expressproper fractions. A full treatment
may be coveredin a future versionof this tutorial. For now, hereis a list of the most
commonly encountered fractions —

Fraction Masculine Feminine
1/2 >3ur] akiin
1/4 aly Rl
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Decimal fractions, (eg 1.23)arereadasfeminine numerals,where the decimal point is
read ag1 TR —wioW Ovonw AT7R1 OR

Sumsof money, (eg 3.95T1% or New Israeli Shekels)althoughlooking like a decimal
fraction, are read as shekels and agorot, using cardinal numbers —

Ni1aR wm ooven ooopw nwiow

Numbers, suchasphonenumbers,bus routesetc are an exception.When expressinga

phonenumberfor example the numberimplicitly refersto 7207 - ‘number’. Although
this is a masculine word, we use feminine cardinal numbers (because they are shorter) —

DI -@IDY -Oomw -OIR R 0w (90n) 1195

Exercise 1(a)

Write out the cardinal numbers given in the first table, in their masculine forms.

Exercise 1(b)

Write out the cardinal numbers given in the first table, in their feminine forms.

Exercise 2(a)

Write out the ordinal numbers given in the second table, in their masculine forms.

Exercise 2(b)

Write out the ordinal numbers given in the second table, in their feminine forms.

Exercise 3

Write out and learn the fractions.

Exercise 4

Translate the followingpoting the order of the words

@) IR 010
(b)  ©°0I0 Nwnn
(©) nioI0 Wity
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(d) "3.3"3.7 090

(e) D00 NuWY Dowhw niIRm wnn 0veoR
(f) D010 OYonw oowtw NiRD wnn 07%EhR
() wwn oion

Exercise 5

Translate the following:

€) Seven days.

(b) 1948 (year).

(c) Nineteen mares.

(d) One hundred and eleven horses.
(e) 6:30AM.

® 3:15AM.

(9) 1.25 NIS.
(h) Ph: 9876 4531.
Exercise 6
Using FoundationStone, load up the main wordlistlaachthe “Number Cardinal” word
types (you will be learning the table given in this lesson).
Exercise 7

Using FoundationStone, load the main wordlist andlearnthe “Number Ordinal” word
types (you will be learning the table given in this lesson).

Lesson 14 - Nouns Part 2

Sometimes nounefer to othernouns.For example,in the sentencéa horseof aking”,
the construct noun is “horse” andthe absolute noun is “king”. When this pattern
occurs in Hebrew, the construct noun is shortened as much as possible thafbgolute
noun to be emphasised in speech.

Here is a table demonstrating how such construct modifications appear —

Noun Translation Form Gender Number
oip | horse absolute male singular
oip | horse of construct male singular

n0°010 horses absolute male plural
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"010 horses of construct | male plural
0°010 two horses absolute male dual
"oip| Wo horses of construct | male dual
N9 mare absolute female singular
oo | mare of construct female singular
mioip | mares absolute female plural
mioin | Mmares of construct female plural
070910 two mares absolute female dual
snpio | wo mares of construct | female dual

Becausehe constructnounfollows a principle of being “as short as possible”, it never

takesthe definite article. For example— “77RXi1 070" canmean*(the) horse of the
man” or “horse of the man”.

Also, adjectivesthat describethe constructnounfollow the absolute and as usualagreein
number and gender. For example —

“N3I07 WIRT NDI0” “the good mare of the man”.

Similar to the construatoun, Hebrewdoesnot usethe paradigm“my horse” but “horse
of myself”. The terminalpart of the Pronounis addedto noun,to form the pronominal
suffixes—

Pronominal Translation Noun Noun Pronoun Pronoun

Suffix Gender Number Gender Number

2o | My horse singular | male or female| singular
700 your (m,s) horse | male singular | male singular
7070 your (f,s) horse male singular | female singular
io1p | his horse male singular | male singular
=030 | her horse male singular | female singular
11090 | our horse male singular | male or female| plural
o010 | Your (m,p) horse [ male singular | male plural
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72070 your (f,p) horse male singular | female plural
0910 their (m,p) horse | male singular | male plural
1010 their (f,p) horse male singular | female plural
“o10 | MY horses male plural male or female| singular

79070 your (m,s) horses | male plural male singular

79070 your (f,s) horses | male plural female singular

19010 his horses male plural male singular

77010 her horses male plural female singular

117010 | OUr horses male plural male or female| plural

03°010 your (m,p) horses | male plural male plural
137010 your (f,p) horses | male plural female plural
0m°010 their (m,p) horses | male plural male plural
117070 their (f,p) horses | male plural female plural
>N070 my mare female | singular | male or female| singular

010 your (m,s) mare female singular | male singular

10 your (f,s) mare female | singular | female singular

910 his mare female singular | male singular

Ao her mare female singular | female singular

131010 our mare female singular | male or female| plural
0o1970 your (m,p) mare | female singular | male plural
7121070 your (f,p) mare female singular | female plural

0mo10 their (m,p) mare | female singular | male plural

100 their (f,p) mare female singular | female plural

sninIo | My mares female | plural male or female| singular

ﬂ’mtﬂ’o your (m,s) mares | female plural male singular
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J°nioIo your (f,s) mares | female plural female singular
1onioao | his mares female plural male singular
M°11010 her mares female plural female singular
”,hjoqo our mares female plural male or female| plural
na°nio70 | Your (m,p) mares | female plural male plural
7 é’mWOWO your (f,p) mares | female plural female plural
Ar°17010 their (m,p) mares | female plural male plural
Tﬁ’ﬂTOWO their (f,p) mares | female plural female plural

Prepositions(see “Lesson 7 - Prepositions”) themselvescan take these pronominal

suffixes— eg“?1°3" (betweenme), “7]” '7 ¥” (uponyou — masculinesingular). Most
prepositionghat take pronominalsuffixes are straightforward,but two commononesare
easily confused.

The first are those formedom “NIR ", the sign of the definite accusativeCalled definite
accusatives they havebeendiscussedn “Lesson 8 - Pronouns”. Eg — “111R” (me);
“SINIR” (you — masculine singular) Z2NR” (you - masculine plural); etc.

The secondare formed from “NR ", which in this casemeans“with”. The confusion
arises becaudhe spellingis the same.Someexamplesare— “ 1R " (with me);“ 1R "
(with him); “FIRIR" (with her);“TNIR" (with you — masculinesingular),“Qn X" (with

them — masculine plural).

Exercise 1

Using FoundationStondpad up the main wordlist and learn the “ConstructNoun” word
types (you will be learning the first table given in this lesson).

Exercise 2

Using FoundationStone, load up the main wordlist and learfPtt@ominal Suffix” word
types (you will be learning the second table given in this lesson).
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Lesson 15 - Differences Between Modern
and Biblical Hebrew

One of the frequentlyaskedquestionsaboutHebrewis “What is the differencebetween
Biblical and Modern Hebrew"?

There is a misconceptidhat the two are separatdanguages- which is far from the truth.
You cannot know one and not understand the meaning, or be able to read aloud, the other.
Modern Hebrew literature, Biblical Hebrewis regularly employed.Howeverin everyday
conversation, many of the more ornate constructions of the Biblical language are dropped.

The situation is analogous to King James English uséue sentencéthy raimentwaxed
not old upon thee, neitherdid thy foot swell, theseforty years”. Although it is easyto
understand that the sentence means “your clothes dideambut, nor did your feet swell,
during the last forty years”, to the modern ear the former sentence sounds stilted.

HistoriansconsiderEliezar Ben-Yehuda1858-1922)the founderof ModernHebrew. He

working in Israel before the foundation thie state,in the time of the 27, Ben-Yehuda
was one of the people who simplified, modified, extended(and promoted)the Biblical
languageto handle what would be requiredto becomean everyday modern language.
Because of thisimplification, it is arguablyeasierto learnModern Hebrewfirst, andthen
proceed on to the more complicated Biblical.

Simplifications include the removal of tiare (evenin Biblical writing) personalpronouns
“921IR” (I); “1INR" (you - feminine plural); “I1171” (they - masculineplural); and
“M1an” (they - feminine plural). Also the formX171” (she) which appears in theorahis
removed(it is thoughtto be a confusedcombinationof the two proper“X171” (he) and
“R211” (she) pronouns).

Modifications include new meanings attached to old words, so dependihg amtextthe
old or new meaning may be appropriate. This process has not staapelVing language
hasa continuouslydevelopingslang (which in the caseof Hebrew often went againstthe
direction the revivers of the language intended).

Extensionsare,in particular,the addition of technologicalwordswhich in many casesare
simple transliterations (ipronouncedsimilarly to the languagehey were borrowedfrom).

For example“r121°1 15" (television). Ironically, thesewords can be the hardestto
recognisegvento a native English-speakingstudent! (the old techniqueof looking for a
root word does not work).

Biblical Hebrew makesmore extensiveuse of the M1 (discussedin “Lesson 2 -
Vocalisation”).

The most significansimplificationsare reworking forms of the verb. ModernHebrewhas
past, present, future, participlefinitive andimperativeforms. Biblical Hebrewhas perfect,
imperfect, infinitive, participle, imperative,jussive, cohortativeand vav consecutiveforms.
Theseforms overlap considerably. Perfect approximately coincides with past; jussive,
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cohortative and biblical imperative approximately with thedernimperative.The participle
and infinitive are the same in both.

Additionally, Modern Hebrew has dropped the verbal suffixes of the Biblical.

Let’s consider now these Biblical forms.

Vav Consecutive:

This is the mostextensivelyusedform in Biblical Hebrew, and can be illustrated by the
following verse, taken from1nW (Exodus) 4:4 —

1191 12 PIIY1 TTY MDWOI 12373 TAIRY TY MOW NwnTOR own amR™
1933 19N

This is typically translated as —

“And G-d saidto Moses:Put out your hand,andhold it by the tail — and he put out his
hand, and took hold of it, and it became a staff in his hand”.

Now if we look at this sentenceand try a translationaccordingto the rules of Modern
Hebrew, it now becomes —

“And G-d will say to Moses: You have put out your hand and to iddg its tail — andhe

(Moses)will put out his handandhe will take hold of it, andit will becomea staff in his
hand”.

Thereis usually somewheren the sentencetypically the first word) a verb like XXX?1
which is the third persomasculinefuture tenseplus a precedingconjunction— which you
would expectto be “and hewill XXX” (future tense).This is actually rendered‘and he
XXXed” (past tense).

The Vav Consecutive providesaay of linking verbsthat dependon eachother. Thereare
two basic forms onestartingwith a perfectverb (ie the actionis complete),andthe other
starting with an imperfect verb (ie the action is not complete).

Consider the following sentence —
TPV NIY RV TIDTT AT N
“He went out and pursued and captured, and did not rest in the city”

Notice how it startswith the perfecttense,having eachfollowing dependanterb in the

imperfect. If a word appears between trend the nexverb (ie x5 disruptsthe sequence),
it causes the tense of that and all subsequent verbs to revert to that of the very first verb.

Similarly, the following sentence using Vav Consecutive starts with the imperfect —

PRI OON IDYT R DNOINTIN 97
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“And he remembered the prophets and went out and heard them in the city”

Again, if a word appears betwetre 1 andthe nextverb (thereis nonein this example),it
causes the tense of that and all subsequent verbs to revert to that of the very first verb.

Jussive:

A future version of this document may deal with this topic in more detail.

Cohortative:

A future version of this document may deal with this topic in more detail.

Verbal Suffixes:

Verbal suffixes have been dropped in Modern Hebiwey are similar to thoseemployed
in pronominal suffixes (see “Lesson 14 - Nolret2”); andif encounteredn atextthe
reader can, without further study, correctly guess the meaning.

A future version of this document may deal with this topic in more detail.

Lesson 16 - Weak Verbs

You will recallin “Lesson 10 — Verbs Part 17 how “2v8” is usedto refer to the
consonantsn a verb. The so-called weak verbs involve one or more of these root

consonantpeinggutturals(“R”, “1”, “mT17, “¥7), or“1”, “?” or“1”. Weakverbs
areclassifiedaccordingto wherethe weak consonantgppear.Thusif thefirst letteris R,

such as in the verbaR, it is classified as &2 weak verb because theappearsn the D

position of the demonstration vemyS. Thus7N1 is both a8 and a1/ weak verb.

Conjugating these verhisvolves modificationsto the standardablesgivenin the previous
lessons. Some words have their very own conjugédiole, not exactly like any otherverb.
Many of the words are of ancient origin.

There are a number of patternsto these modificationsthat do not require learning a

completeconjugationtable for each.However,the approachtakenhereis to learn these
verbs as exceptions, when the student encountersithéir reading.The alternativeis to

become involved in some complicated, burdensome rules for their conjuiijaiaron’t be

recalled in the midst ad conversationFine for a scholar,but not appropriatefor someone
seeking a practical knowledge of the language.

Typically the weak letters are displaced by the standard prefixes and suffixes
added when conjugating a verb, and often the infinitive form is very different to
the regular case For a more completetreatment,consulta book of verb tablessuch as
Tarmon and Uval’s.
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Here are some commonly encountered weak verbs, given in a condensed conjugation table —

13

displaced by the prefix.

Imperative Future Present Associated Pronoun
Past (13¥) : Pronoun Number and
975 2
(>13%) | (1°nY) (1) namoe
s 1isis il 7013 R you
T v (masc singular)
Infinitive: N7 (to give) Comment: | 1 @t both ends is dropped.
22
Imperative Future Past (129) Pres_ent éfgr(])glijanted ELonr]lggp and
(*1318) (7°nY) (1)
i : Gender
arE (el glnme =Rl igh\ you
T " (masc singular)
NS (to take) An ancient word that has to be
Infinitive: -2 Comment: | learnt as a special case.
72
Imperative Future Past (12¥) Pres_ent éfgrc])glijanted Elhorgggp and
(*1138) (7°nY) (1)
i : Gender
v7 yIn Ny’ v N you
o R | (masc singular)
o YT (to know) Note the infinitive form.
Infinitive: T Comment:
RV
T T
Imperative Future Past (12¥) Pregent érsgr?glije;]ted EILOrQBgP and
PR 9
(>13%) | (1°nY) (M17) oS
R g nRY R121° Righ you
T T (masc singular)
o o
Infinitive: N&B? (to go out) Comment: Note the infinitive form? is
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L

Imperative Future Past (0123) Present Associated Pronoun
o8 - T : Pronoun Number and
(>13%) | (1°nY) (1) namoe
1k o ighliijy T R you
- T T v (masc singular)
o m’”b (to sleep) .| 7 in this case is not displaced by
Infinitive: Comment: the prefix.
ulvr i
- T
Imperative Future Past (02Y) Present Associated Pronoun
Ty ° v : Pronoun Number and
(>13%) | (1°nY) (M17) Hamoe
W awn naw> W i you
T v (masc singular)
- : Note the infinitive form.
Infinitive: ﬂ;w‘? (to go outexit) Comment:
Rl
Imperative Future Past (02Y) Present Associated Pronoun
ey - T : Pronoun Number and
(>11%) | (1°nY) (M17) namoe
IR abig noR7 R aigh you
- il v i (masc singular)
Infinitive: ok RW'? (to seelperceive) Comment: Note the infinitive formf1*5
' " | verbs typically have thef1
ending.
Exercise 1

Write shortsentencegxercisingthe past,presentfuture andinfinitive forms of the above
verbs in masculine singular form. Use any of\tbeabularyso far encounteredo assistin

constructing the sentences.

Exercise 2

Read out loudhe sentencegou havemadeto becomefluent at usingthe languagein this

section.

Exercise 3
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Sayout loud the imperativefor eachof the aboveverbs. You may like to try varying the

number and gender, by extrapolating from the regular conjugation tables.

Lesson 17 — Verbs Part 4

Two Letter Verbs

Two letter verbs often have ancient origins, and like weak verbs are best |leacejgisons.
Here are some commonly encountered two letter verbs —

=z

Imperative Future Past (0123) Present Associated Pronoun
o8 - T : Pronoun Number and
CNY) (1N (M) o
mhp mliplg iginlp mp oR you
T T v (masc singular)
: i Most common form.
Infinitive: DTP? (to arise) Comment:
QW
Imperative Future Past (02Y) Present Associated Pronoun
59 s i - Pronoun Number and
(>13%) | (1°nY) (M17) Hamoe
mgh mgliig igials) ow i you
v T i v (masc singular)
"
Infinitive: = TZ_?'? (to put) Comment:

Four Letter Verbs

Four letter verbs haveodernorigins, and are associateahith the PV, P¥9 and Py
forms, to which they bear a close resemblanceTheir conjugationsare more regular,
according to the following tables —

5253

Imperati\./e
(°173)

Future

(7°nY)

Past (139)

Present
(m1m)

Associated
Pronoun

Pronoun
Number and
Gender
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Da5ar N353 Da5an IR .
T T T ' (masculine)
no325an I
TR (feminine)
23253 225an N353 ©3%an N you
singular)
25353 *53%an N353 noa5an igh you
singular)
53537 5353 53521 X7 he
2252n n22%3 n2221n X7 she
525133 119253 0°92%an 1ITIR we
n1925an we
ThT (feminine)
192532 1932520 migheiabelo} 0°523%3n mighy you
plural)
n122%3 | m9aban | o933 | mibaban TR _you
193530 19353 0°53%3n on they
T T B (masculine)
n35353m n15353n 11 they
TR T (feminine)
Infinitive: 227227 (to confuse)
Imperati\'/e . Future Past (33) Present Associated Pronoun
oy o v : Pronoun Number and
(11%) (1°nY) (M) liond
52538 253 53531 18 iy
n932an I
T (feminine)
52%an N353 52%an AN you
singular)
*935an N353 Nn222an R you
singular)
5353 5353 53%3n 7 ne
22%an n23%3 n2321n X7 she
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515133 17373 | 0223530 1IN A
i : - T s . . (mascu"ne)
n19352n we.
T (feminine)
1525an ono3%3 | @°23%an onR you .
= St - - s ’ (mascuhne
plural)
m535an | qmbaba | mivaban (i e
5 T A - - el ] (femmme p|ura|)
19253 19351 | oobaban o they
il T T (masculine)
715359n m15999n m they
§o2 o2 2 s (feminine)
no infinitive.
Infinitive: (be/become confused).
S5abann
Imperative Future Past (33) Present Associated Pronoun
Ny 5 i - Pronoun Number and
(*113) (7°03) (1) Gender
Dabanx | nPabann | Dabamn 718 I
S ==t o= . (masculine)
n=a5amm -
A (feminine)
225amn S2%amn | n92bann | Sabamn lgh you
=t = MRt o= N (masculine
singular)
°23%ann | v9abann | nabann | noabamn Igh you
- - : i : e : : - : : (femmme
singular)
phipkigy 53520 53520 X171 he
22%2mn | n73%ann | noatann X7 she
Dabany | m1%abann | ovhabamn 1IN we
= e S o2, 120 (masculine)
ni5353m we
it (feminine)
192%2n0 | 192%ann | onbabann | o09abamn mighy you
i s =t S O= 0= T (masculine plural
M37372300 | M23%3nn | 10232300 | Mi5353mmn TR YO
L : . L : . AL : . ol . ’ (femmme p|ura|)
193%2n° | 1935200 | ©°92%a2mn on they
et iats T (masculine)
m15325300 n15353mm 7 they
Fomo, > o=t (feminine)
o 23530115 (to become
Infinitive:

confused/ confuse oneself
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Special Forms of2y8nn

There are some special modifications that occur with these words where the firef ligtger

root (either 3 or 4 letter) 13, 1, 12, 0, 2, &, W or N. The reasonthis occurredwasto allow
for easier pronunciation.

o'g, Ww's and '8 roots

If the first letter of the root word 13, & ori, thell swaps position with it. For examplhe

S8 form of the root W “WnNwno”.

Wnnwno

Imperative Future Past (133) Present Associated Pronoun
T : Pronoun Number and
29 g
(*11%) (1°nyY) (1) Gender
wHRWR | CTwnnwn | whnwn 2R -
£ : ; : : (masculine)
rROwD -
S (feminine)
biaigliiiy wnown | ownown vijpighifs AR you
: : M : : \ (masculine
singular)
wnown | ocwnown | ownown [ nwnown xR you
: ool s : e : (feminine
singular)
wnnwe | wnmwn | woown Xh he
wnnwn | mynown | nwnown i she
bijalgiig WROWn | Qvwnnwn TATTIR souli
: : : -1 = (masculine)
MW nini
T (feminine)
WHOWA | WRown | onwnnown | oownown migh you
Pl ol = : e - (masculine plural
MIwnnWn | Manown | pnwnown | niwnogn TR  YOU
7 : e : = : e - (feminine plural)
wenw> | awnnwn | oownnwn o they,
Sl -1 21 (masculine)
mwnRYn WA i they
o : TS (feminine)
o WMWY (to uselutilise)
Infinitive: P
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T8 roots

If the first letter of the root word 5 thel not only swaps position, but changes To. &or
example, th®yonT form of the roof|P1 “5|PTI15".

RPN

Imperative

Fu.ture

Past 03Y) Present Associated Pronoun
T : Pronoun Number and
99 ”
(°118) (7°nY) (M) Gender
I
- ble - " 2
PTTR S ERIL PIT % (masculine)
T n . " I
ORI (feminine)
: ot - : _ you
AP aEnile naRTIn AR s (masculine
singular)
|pTn | CcEpTin | mEpTn | nEpTn g Yoo
T T S : A CEE : (fem|n|ne
singular)
R JERiln RNl N7 ne
PN | EPTIA | MERTIR RO she
P TT 119R7T11 O°8PTITn 1ITTIR we
! o= = £ (masculine)
nIDP TN M
P (feminine)
18P 18PN anoRITN 08P any you
= C STl P - (masculine plural
mmpT | mmpTn | mZpT | nigpTm IR _you
Pl Pl STl F - (feminine plural)
BRI et by mEiapiii on they
o1 o1 - (masculine)
mopTIm mopTIN m ey
= Ce (feminine)
Infinitive: 7P (to stand up)
28 roots

If thefirst letter of the root word is 2, the1 not only swapsposition,but changedo at2.
For example, theyon form of the roopT: “PTEm ",
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DTN

Imperative Future Past (33) Present Associated Pronoun
T : Pronoun Number and
29 2
(°11%) | (T°nY) (1) e
PILER IRTIAEN PTAED IR o,
T - - - - (masculine)
n n . n I
RTaEn (feminine)
PTREN PIEEN npPTRRn PTLED R you
- - T - T (masculine
singular)
“DTENN DR noTwEn nDTR nx you
singular)
PIaR? PTaLM PTaED R he
PTEA | TRTEET | MpTesn RO she
BRICER 11P78EN 0PTaLn 1ITTIR we
- - - i ST (masculine)
nipTaEn we
T (feminine)
1PT@EN 1PTaEN anpPIeEn O7PTaEn any you
FT s o s - (masculine plural
nIpTwen | nipTwrn | ynpTeRn | nipTwwn IR _you
T T R T - (feminine plural)
PTIER> PTEEn [ OopTeRn on they
T T T (masculine)
mIpTeEn NPT m they
i - i (feminine)
Infinitive: DTWEAD (to justify oneself)

T778,08 and N8 roots

If the first letter of the root words T, 12 or I the prefix’s I disappearsandthe first letter
of the root takes &'177 in compensationEor example,the PY9M form of the root 17t
“9rano”. This makes these verbs resemblethe 2v51 form — but they are not!

Fortunately, such verbs are rare, but are mentioned here for completeness.

Exercise 1

Write sentencesising the past,presentfuture and infinitive forms of the abovetwo letter
verbs in masculine singular form.
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Exercise 2

Write sentencesising the past,presentfuture andinfinitive forms of the abovefour letter
verbs in masculine singular form.

Exercise 3

Write sentencesising the past, present,future and infinitive forms of the above special
forms of P¥ON verbs in masculine singular form.

Recommendations for Further Study

This tutorial should have provided you with a solid learning foundation.| hope it was
enjoyable,and encourageyou to continueyour studies.Here are some suggestiongor
improving your skills.

Speaking and Listening

» Attend an Ulpan ifsrael. For decadesiow the Israeli Ministry of Absorptionhasrun
six month live in languagecourseschiefly for the benefit of new, or potential new
immigrants.If you canattendsucha course,your speakingand listening will benefit
immensely.Unlike studyingfrom a book, you will be immersedin the language.To
benefitfully, chooseroommatesvho do not speakyour language Contactyour local

community to find out more details. Ratirig:% % % %

» Attend an Ulpan in your City. Not quite as good as being in Israellbnevertheless
be able to work on your speaking and listenihg benefitfully, you will needto avoid

the temptation of talking in your own language. Ratikgk * %

» Listento HebrewbroadcastsThis may be on your local community station,or some
stationsare now broadcastingver the Internet.If you are usingsuchmaterial, try the
slowed down Hebrew audio availableat foundationstone.com.au/ListeningSkills.html

Rating: % %

* WatchHebrewmovies.TV andvideos are particularly good, becausehe languageis
slower, presenteds a dialoguebetweenthe actors(as opposedo a monologueon the
radio). Additionally, because of the images there are more queues as ts ggdiag on
when you cannot quite understand all the Hebespeciallybeneficialare movieswith
subtitles. Movies can be obtained from many libraries, or peretgisvescan assistby
taping some TV. Cable services often have a foreign movie chamaehay be another

source of this material. Ratingk % * %

» Language tapedlot all tapesare useful,howeverl recommendhe Vocabulearrtapes,
reviewed in “Online Resources”. Rating: % %
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Reading and Writing

* Obtain the book “Hebrew Verb Tables” by Asher Tarnama Ezri Uval (see“Useful
Resources” for a review). It is available onlind&éb:// www.amazon.cohor perhapsat
a large bookstore near you. This book is ohéhe mostusefulyou canown — second
only to a dictionary. Unfortunately it is onbwailablein English. For Russianspeakers
I recommendthe “Maskilon 1” verb tablesby Dr Abraham Solomonick. Rating:

* %k K

» Obtain a subscriptionto the JerusalenPosts“Shaar Lamathil” , an easy Hebrew
newspaper.Look under “Online Resources”— this publication can be shipped
internationally.Until you canreadfrom a regular Israeli newspaperthis is a great
resource. Being in a weekly newspaper style format, you can find ariejle that you
have an interestin, which maintainsyour motivation. Working in conjunction with
“Hebrew Verb Tables” and a pocket dictionary, yeill quickly (and painlessly)learn
its limited vocabularyof around 1000 verbs. Although the languageis limited, the
subjectmatteris not. | found myself readingit cover to cover eachweek. Rating:

* Kk kK k

Further Language Courses

* | recommendVodernHebrewstudentscontinuewith “Maskilon 11’ by Dr Abraham
Solomonick after completing this course. This book is available in EregidRussian.

See “Online Resources” for more information. Ratikgk * %

» After completing this coursé,recommendiblical Hebrewstudentscontinuewith two
books, which complementeach other. The first is “Biblical Hebrew: A Text and
Workbook” by Kittel, Hoffer and Wright (ISBN 0300043945).The second is
“Practical Grammar for Classical Hebrew” by Jacob Weingreen (ISBN
01981542249.

Useful Resources

Ben-Yehuda’s Pocket English-Hebrew Hebrew-English Dictionary by Ehud Ben-
Yehuda/David Weinstein.
This is an inexpensiveModern Hebrew dictionary. It has some good information
aboutthe developmenbf the languagen the preface,andthe pre-exilic form of the
Hebrew letters (if you are interested in readinghaeologicahrtefactsthis is useful).
Ehud is the son of Eliezar Ben-Yehuda, considered the founder of Modern Hebrew.

Biblical Hebrew, A Complete Course by Dr R K Harrison.
This old, thoughstill popularbook is ratherhard going for a beginner,althoughon
the upside is rather short. Itwery grammaticaland remindsme of the nightmareof
English in the fifth grade.However, you will pick up much of how Hebrew is
composed in this work.

Langenscheidt'$ocketHebrewDictionary to the Old TestameniHebrew-Englishby Dr
Karl Feyerabend.
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This dictionary containscompletecoverageof all Tanach('Old’ Testament)words,
althoughyou canonly look them up from the Hebrewto English. Other language
translations very likely exist too (this is a German work).

The New Bantam-Megiddddebrewand English Dictionary by Dr R Sivanand Dr E A
Levenston.
This is my preferredsmall sizedModern Hebrewdictionary, becauseéhe English to
Hebrew and then Hebrew to English translatiseemto coincidemore often thanin
others.

Hebrew Verb Tables by Asher Tarmon and Ezri Uval.
Is a modernbook consistingof 235 verb tables.As a bonus3175 high frequency
verbsandtheir translationsareincludedin an English to Hebrewand a Hebrewto
Englishformat. A book of verb tableshelpsyou to recognisea particularverbin all
its forms, and should be yonext purchaseafter a dictionary. After somefamiliarity
with Hebrew, you will find that this book is where you spend much of your learning.

+2000, A Dictionary for Learners of Hebrew by Edna Lauden and Liora Weinbach.
This dictionary gives a controlled list of words, with examplesof their usage.
Additionally, there are useful lists of words associatét variousaspectsf life (eg
at the shops, in the art gallery, in the home etc). It appedesavailablein languages
otherthan English. Notice howeverthat this dictionary doesnot attemptto coverthe
whole language.

Online Resources

Seefoundationstone.com.au/HtmISupport/OnlineHebrewTutorial/OnlineResourceohtml
more resources available on or over the Internet.

Appendix A — Origin Of The Alphabet

This optional materialis included herefor interestedreaders,and endeavourgo give an
appreciation of the historical development of Hebrewitsaider contributionto language
and writing ingeneral Also, a consequentialise of a knowledgeof Hebrew:you canwith
little extra work read archaeological relics.

You may have noticed that the English word Alphabet is formed tinerfirst two lettersof

the Hebrew Alphabety + 1). Further, if you know the Greekiphabet,it alsobeginswith
(Alpha, Beta, Gamma,Delta etc). Thoseof you with somefamiliarity locating wordsin a
Hebrew dictionary will notice the order of the sounds is familiar. This is no coincidence!

Scholars believéhatit wasaround3100BCE in Sumer,a regionin modernday southern
Iraq, that the first writing was developedlIt happenedndependentlyonly decadedater in
Egypt and a few centuridater in China— so this may be revisedas further archaeological
evidenceis found andinterpreted.This was an importantimprovementover the only thing
that comesclose — the cave painting. Cave painting can communicatesomeideas— but
cannot be considered writing. “Writing ondyartedwhenan organisedsystemof signsor
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symbolswas createdthat could be usedto clearly recordand fix all that the writer was
thinking, feeling and capable of expressing.”

Historically, there have beenthree basic schemesf recordinga language: Pictograms,
Phonograms and a combination of the two.

Lk = s S

i b s T T L e
| o S— :_._l—-..r‘-,r-"" p—.-:.‘_ll

Accadian Cuneiform.

» Using pictograms, eachword is representedby a particular glyph. Today Chineseis
written in this way, whereeachindividual basicword has a unique Chinesecharacter.
Sometimes words can be built up by using combinations of characteexdraple the
Chinese'mermaid” is composedf the charactersbeautiful + human+ fish”. The
original Sumeriarwaswritten in this way, and gradually evolved from picturesto the
more abstractwedgeshaped Cuneiform)script pictured here. Cuneiform was written
on a clay tablet using a cut reed, then baked hard into a durable piece of pottery.

» Usingphonograms,individual wordsare recordedusing a limited setof symbolsthat
describe thayllablesthat compose it. English uses such a system.

* Finally, a combinationof the two is where somewords are presentedas pictograms
(alsocalledlogogramg, andsomewords arerepresentedvith phonogramsEgyptian
hieroglyphsarerecordedn sucha system.Sumerianquickly evolvedinto a family of
languages that were written in syllabblesd logograms(for exampleAkkadian) usinga
similar cuneiform script.

Therefore, by 1500 BCHe Middle Eastwas politically and culturally underthe influence
of two greatcivilisations. There was Egypt and hieroglyphic writing to the southwest.A
thousandkilometresto the northeastvas Mesopotamiaand cuneiformwriting. Writing in
both language systems was syllable-logogramic. Betweentthesentreswherea diverse
group of peoples, speaking Semtlialects:Moabites,Amalekites,PhoeniciansCanaanites
and many others.
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Sphinx discovered by Petrie at Serabit EI Khadim.

On the west coast of the Sinai Peninsulae-greatandterrible wildernessof the Exodus-
at a placecalled SerabitEl Khadim, the Egyptiansmined turquoise.Turquoiseis a semi
precious stone found alongside copper ore. The workers in the mines were a [S=piéc
perhaps contemporawyith the Israelitesojournin Egypt, althoughprobablynot including
them given the natureof their religious practices.However,they spokea languagevery
similar to Hebrew.In 1905, Sir Flinders Petrie discoveredseveralartefactsincluding the
Sphinx pictured here. They were engravedwith an alphabetic script and classical
hieroglyphics,both statingthe samemessageA similar happy coincidenceoccurredwith
the famous Rosettastone (found at Rashid in Egyptapoleon’ssoldiers)which allowed
scholarsto work from the known Greek to the then undecipheredHieroglyphics. It is
believedthe alphabetwe usetoday had its origins in this so namedproto-Sinaiticscript.
Scholars can trace its development throGgeek,to the EuropeanAlphabetsin usetoday.
It became the basis of such widely different alphabetyas Sanskrit,Arabic, Cyrillic and
Thai.

It was at Serabit El Khaddim that the idea occurred to reprémesbundsin a languagén
a limited set of symbols, and to record theguageexclusivelyin just thosesymbols.This
was a major breakthrough, because now it was easy to teach someone howard vede,
if they spoke the language. In the cuneiform or hieroglyphic wriyrsgemsgeventhougha
personspokethe languagethey would be unableto reador write it without many years
training. In the ancientworld, this meantwriting was restrictedto a privileged class of
scribesor priests,and literacy rateswere low. “It cantruly be said that the birth of the
alphabet marks the real beginning of the democratisation of knowfedge”

Close-up of the Sphinx inscription.

The sphinx inscription readsin Hebrew“(1)?93  (2)11R1" “beloved of the mistress
(Baalat)”. The charactersappearleft to right on the inscription; the bracketedetters are
interpolatedby scholarsand do not appearon the actualinscription itself; howevertheir
presence is inferred.
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How canwe be so sure that the proto-Sinaitic alphabetwas the first? How can such
messagebe decipheredBecauseof the brevity of the proto-Sinaiticinscriptions,another
fortunatecircumstancevasrequired.“It is becausehe archaeologistsvere familiar with

Hebrew thathey were ableto decipherthe alphabetby applying the theorythat the sound
that eachpicture representedvas the initial soundof the Hebrewnounsfor the objects

represented by the charactér§hereforeR f-j'?& (an old Hebrew word for Oxs written
usingan Ox symbolborrowedfrom Hieroglyphics).2 13 (N°3 - a house),] '7?;’:1
(P13 - a camel);T N'27 (127 - a door), and so on.

As an illustration of how the alphabet evolved, lets look at the first leter —

TR XN DA A

From the left;

€) Proto-Sinaitic, 1500 BCE, the head of an ox.

(b) Moabite, 1000 BCE, the horns now face right.

(c) Aramaic, 500 BCE.

(d) Classical Hebrew 100 BCE.

(e Modern Hebrew Cursive, 1500 CE, developed in Germany (ie Ashkenazi).
() Greek, 800 BCE.

(9) Etruscan, 700 BCE, from Greek.

(h) Latin, 600 BCE, from Etruscan.

Interested readers are referred to Ouaknin’s book in the Bibliography.

At this point it is appropriate to mention the attempt at an alphabet possibly 10@ariars
than the proto-Sinaitic,called the Ugaritic Alphabet and discoveredin Syria. Basedon
Cuneiform,againit wasusedto recorda Semiticlanguage However,not adoptedn other
languages, it died out.

This areaof study is under active researchAs recently as late 1999, there has beena
discovery that may put the alphabgigentionin 1700 BCE in the easterrEgyptiandesert,
again by a Semitic migrant worker or traveller. See the related links at
http:/foundationstone.com.afar the latest information.

Appendix B — The Cursive Alphabet
This optional material is included here for readers who need to learn cursive \astusgd
on a day to day basisby Israelis. The method is adaptedfrom that devisedby Rabbi
Jacques Ouaknin.

“This method has been used on both children and adults. After only an hour or amdhour
a half, students with no prior notion of Hebrew can correctly copy texts...

63



It is vital to learnthe lettersfrom right to left, to acquirethe directionof the stroke of the
basic letter in the first family before going on to the other letters ifathdy. Only thendo
you go on to the second basic letter and to the second family, and*$o on.

¥ 9" ¥ ¥
SEAR? N DA N
23D 0D DD
Ge'/‘c iC
v v v .
JNT I

v

Exercise 1:

Copy out the cursive Alphabet in the format above (proceed fromtadgit), until you are
familiar with how to recognise, and how to constre@thconsonantTake careto learnthe
direction of the strokes correctly, and be aware that some le#egalternateforms. When
you write each letter remember to say aloud its name.

Exercise 2:

Referringto the tablein “Lesson 1 — The Alphabet”, write out the cursive Alphabet10
times in Alphabetical order, remembering to say out loud each letter's name.

Exercise 3:
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Referringto the movie usedin “Lesson 2 — Vocalisation” Exercise4, copy the text into
cursive Hebrew, ignoring tHe177721 (vowels). You may findt conveniento print out the
movie’s screen. Egrt17721” would be written NI31DJ".

Appendix C — The Tetragrammaton

A profoundinfluenceon Jewishcivilisation is the prohibition on the making of images,ie

Exodus20:4. This resultedin a purely literary tradition; almost an obsessionwith the

written word over all other forms of artistic expression.Since Jews could not produce
statues opaintings,creativeenergywas directedtoward producingworks of literatureand
abstracthoughtinstead.This prohibition may also havebeena motivation for abstracting
the symbols used to represent the alphabet.

“The prohibition on makingan imageof G-d — the compulsionto worship a G-d whom
one cannotsee...meantthat a sensoryperceptionwas given secondplaceto what may be
called an abstract idea — a triumph of intellectuality over sensudlity”.

“This... eventually resulted in a transition from the stbnét placeof worshipto worship
through the book, a transition from the cult to the cultural’.

The prohibition againstblasphemyje Exodus20:7 had similar consequenced.his means
that writing the nameof the Deity is treatedin a specialway. The logic is: becauseof the
Deity’s incorporality, it is unfitting to use the Divine Name in swearing etc, and by
extensionin anyway at all. If the Nameor partsof it appearedn a book, the book itself
then required special respect (especially in its disposal).

If you open &17770 (prayer book) used in synagogues today, widluseethat the nameof
G-d is treated as just encountered (ie the vowels are droppéds. indicateshat the word
is not intended to be pronounced, and infact today no one knows for sure how to.

When the Temple stood, the High Priakinehadthe duty to enterthe Holy of Holies on

just one day of the year(Yom Kippur) and pronouncet. The Divine Name has beenthe
subject of rulings as recently as the early 199@ien ChasidicRabbiswheredealingwith

appropriatereatmentof US Treasurynotes,and in the treatmentof email. US Treasury
noteshavethe English words “In  G-d we trust” written on them. Newly popularemail
could potentiallybe problematicon its destruction.The rulings where: US notesrequire
removal fromview in a placesuchasa public toilet; andit is acceptabldo deletean email
containing a name of G-d.

Therearea numberof Namesmentionedn the Torah (eg Genesis14:18-2017:1, 21:33),
but the most frequently encountereds the Tetragrammatonmeaningliterally “the four
letteredName” — “Yud Hey Vav He”. When readingthe Tetragrammatona substitute

“aQwi” (The Name)or “7117R” (my Master)is usedinstead.If a book containingthe
Tetragrammatonwearsout and needsto be disposedoff, the Rabbisruled it must be
effectively buried with similar respect given to interring a corpse.

This hashadfortunatehistorical consequence®ecauseat wasforbiddento simply throw
out old religious texts, and it was quite time consumingto disposeof them properly,
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commonpracticewas to placethemin a >3 — a storeroom or archive.In addition,
because they were full of books, often other day to day documents where stored there also.

The oldest surviving synagogue in Egypt was built in 882 CE and located @&t It is
known as the Ben EzisynagogueAt the end of the 19" century,an historianwas ableto
remove for study an attiwll of booksand communityrecordsdatingbackto the 11" and
12" centuries, preserved by the characteristically dry climate of the region.

Ben Ezra Synagogue, Old Cairo.

Ben Ezra Synagogue interior, with genizah visible in the background.
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